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met with a people known as the Aramaeans. Like
the Assyrians and Babylonians, they were a Se-
mitic people whose original homeland was Arabia,
and probably northern Arabia. Whether Aramoe-
ans began to leave Arabia before or after the
Babylonians will probably never be known with
certainty. As the Mesopotamiaii valley was so
much more desirable a place of dwelling than the
lands later occupied by the Aramaeans, it seems
reasonable to suppose that this valley was already
occupied by the Babylonians when the Aramjjeans
came out of Arabia and moved northward. They
left settlements along the edges of the Babylonian
kingdom, some of which were readily absorbed,
while others remained to vex their stronger neigh-
bors for centuries. In their migrations toward the
north they seemed to follow very nearly the course
of the Euphrates, though bodies of them crossed
over toward the Tigris and became, as \ve have
seen, thorny neighbors of the Assyrians during the
founding of the Assyrian kingdom. At the pei'iod
which we have now reached their strongest settle-
ments were along the northern Euphrates, in the
neighborhood of the river Sajur, Pitru (the bib*
Heal Pethor') and Mutkinu, which had been iilled
with Assyrian colonists by Tiglathpileser, were
now in the hands of the Aramasans. It is alto-
gether probable, also, that they had silently pos-
sessed themselves of territory farther north along
the Euphrates, perhaps even as far as Amid, which
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